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Abstract

The objective of this academic article, titled “The Code of Monastic Discipline and
Politics and Government,” was to determine the discipline, appointed by Our Lord Buddha,
whether the monks could play politics or not and how much the monks could play their
political roles. The study was not found any discipline to forbid the monks to play politics. It
was, however, found the monks forbiden on involvement of military or the armed force. The
analytical question was whether the military was politics or not because in the Lord
Buddha’s time the word ‘Politics’ was not evident except the words ‘the king’” and ‘military.’
Under the current situation, the monks and novices were the state’s citizen under the state’s
sovereignty and the same law for the state’s people. The monks and novices were
conscripted for the army service, performed the citizen’s duty and lived in the state because
the religious institution was also the nation’s main institution. Then, where should the monks

stay in the political area?

quWant auunaad



@ Wse AN UNITaInI15UnATEN

The study was found that in some states with most of people believing in Buddhism
the monks could be able to play politics. That is, the monk could be a member of the
parliament, a member of the House of Representatives, a representative of the people,
elected by people, etc. During the Lord Buddha’s time, the Lord Buddha behaved himself as
the political model by instructing the state leader from wrong view or improper behaviour to
right view or proper behaviour for the people’s welfare. If there was a conflict withing the
state, the Lord Buddha would encourage reconciliation for the peace within the state. The
Lord Buddha instructed the monks nonaligned on any political side because it would be

seen the monks stayed away improperly from their recluseship amidst the people’s sight.
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